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RELIGION, as it is often taught and practised, has a
dangerous tendency to become a merely mechani-
cal and conventional thing. Worse still, it may
even become a delusion, either when it is made an
end in itself, or when it is regarded as a solutiQn
of all mysteries. The religious life is a vocation
for some, just as the artistic life is a vocation for
others, but it is not to be hoped or even desired
that all should embrace and follow the religious
vocation; it is just one of the paths to God,
neither more nor less; and the mistake that the
technically religious make is to regard it as a
kind of life that is or ought to be universal. One
who has the vocation is right to follow it, but he
is not right to force it upon others, any more
than an artist would be right in forcing the artistic
life on others. It is too commonly held by the
religious that formal worship is a necessity for
all; they compare the relation of worship to the
spiritual life to the relation of eating and drink-
ing to the physical life. But this is not true of
all human beings. Public liturgical worship is a
kind of art, a very delicate and beautiful art; and
just as the appeal of what is spiritual comes to
some through worship, it comes to others through
art, or poetry, or affection, or even through some